
Water is one of our most important resources; it sustains ecosystems and regulates our

climate. But it’s a finite resource, and less than 1% of the world's fresh water is accessible for

direct human use. Competition for fresh water poses a growing risk to the economy, human

communities and the ecosystems they rely on. If climate change keeps raising average

temperatures across Europe, water is expected to become even scarcer in many areas.

Note: Replying to the following questions will take about 25 minutes of your
time. Thank you for your interest









Through water reuse and harvesting, non-potable water sources can substitute potable

water for specific uses in buildings (e.g. toilet flushing or gardening), where the lower water

quality does not affect consumer’s health. Water reuse relates to collecting and reusing grey

water
[1]

, i.e. wastewater generated from domestic activities such as laundry, dishwashing,

and bathing. Water harvesting relates to collecting and storing rainwater from roofs,

impermeable surfaces and tanks so that it can be used for the same purposes as grey water.

Some experience shows that rainwater harvesting could save 20 to 50% of the total potable

water use in a standard home, whereas grey water recycling could save 5 to 35%.

These methods result in saving water and energy and reduced costs as well as a lower

pressure on the environment.
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Please press CTRL to select several answers.



Additional information in Question 10

Please press CTRL to select several answers.



Drought refers to a temporary decrease in water availability, for example, when it doesn’t

rain over a long period of time.

Water scarcity occurs when demand for water exceeds the available sustainable resources.

You should be aware that water scarcity situations are not only limited to the southern, more

dry regions, they appear also in different areas in the northern river basins of Europe.



? (Rank
in order of magnitude of contribution, 1=greatest, 3=lowest)

The European Commission is assessing the need for EU-wide measures to improve water

efficiency in buildings. At least 20% of water is wasted due to inefficiency and the

Commission estimates that in some regions, up to 30% of the water consumed in buildings

could be saved.

(To what extent are the following justifications relevant for action at EU level
on buildings' water efficiency?)



















3 policy levels - Horizontal Policies, Product, and Building level policies were identified for

further assessment. Regarding the Product and Building levels, different policy instruments

are further investigated based on progressively stricter implementing measures: voluntary

scheme, mandatory scheme and minimum requirements.








